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Statement of the   Proceedings

These civil penalty proceedings concern proposals for
assessment of civil penalties filed by the petitioner against
the respondent pursuant to section 110(a) of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. $ 820(a).  The
petitioner seeks civil penalty assessments for seven alleged
violations of certain mandatory safety standards found in
Part 56, Title 30, Code of Federal Regulations.  The respon-
dent filed timely answers and contests, and hearings were
held in Owensboro, Kentucky.  The respondent filed postheariru
arguments, but the petitioner did not.  I have considered
these arguments in the course of these decisions, and I have
also considered the oral arguments made by the parties on the
record during the course of the hearings.
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